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HIGHLIGHTS 
August 4 - 10, 1996 


temporary pattern change boosted Midwestern crop 
evelopment, as temperatures reached the lower- to mid-90's on 
1 to 3 days. Rain preceded the warmth across the northwestern half 
of the Corn Belt, improving topsoil moisture, but causing localized 
flooding. Generally dry weather prevailed across the remainder of the 
Corn Belt. Farther west, a cool spell (more than three dozen daily- 
record lows) yielded to late-week heat. In the West Coast States, 
nearly a dozen daily-record lows were set at week's end. Despite cool 
weather, drought continued to expand across the northern Rockies 
and northern High Plains. In contrast, substantial rainfall across the 
southern Plains continued to reduce the severity and areal extent of 
the 10-month drought. Elsewhere, beneficial showers continued to 
dampen the Southeast, while rainfall kept topsoils moist from the 
Middle Atlantic region into New England. 
(Continued on page 4) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
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CROP MOISTURE: 
DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 
SLIGHTLY 


DRY 
THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. 


USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS. 


UMITATIONS...MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


August 10, 1996 
(index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
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SHADED AREAS: 
INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


AUG 4 - 10, 1996 

















(Continued from front cover) 

Early in the week, extreme heat gradually ebbed from 
Texas, while cool air pushed eastward across the West. 
On Sunday, highs in Texas included 106°F in Wichita 
Falls and a daily-record 103°F in Del Rio. Meanwhile, 
Elko, NV (36°F) noted their first of three daily-record 
lows in 4 days. The chill peaked on Tuesday in Burns, 
OR (30°F) and a day later in locations such as Pocatello, 
ID (35°F), Casper, WY (34°F), and Elko (32°F). 


Early-week rainfall topped 3 inches in Norfolk, NE and 
Sioux City, IA, while a few nearby locations received as 
much as 4 to 8 inches. The Midwestern warm spell 
peaked about midweek, but ended from the west thereafter. 
On Wednesday, daily-record highs were established as far 
north in Michigan as Muskegon (90°F) and Flint (95°F). 


Late in the week, significant rain developed across parts of 
Texas. Wichita Falls' year-to-date rainfall improved to 
9.45 inches (54 percent (%) of normal) on the strength of 
a 1.94-inch weekly total. Similarly, 2.88 inches fell in 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 
Based on preliminary data 


Houston on Saturday, boosting their 1996 total to 17.61 
inches (65% of normal). In southern Texas, 
Brownsville's weekly total of 0.67 inches accounted for 
32% of their year-to-date total (2.12 inches; 17% of 
normal). Serious rainfall deficits continued elsewhere 
across western and southern Texas and parts of the 
Southwest. The year-to-date precipitation in Flagstaff, 
AZ stands at 4.22 inches, 32% of normal. 


In contrast, weekly rainfall in excess of 2 inches soaked 
several Southeastern locations, including Birmingham, 
AL, Shreveport, LA, and Savannah, GA. Mid- to late- 
week totals also topped 2 inches in many inland areas from 
the Carolinas to New York. 


On Friday, a high of 111°F in Paso Robles, CA was 
among four daily records as heat returned to the West. A 
day later, daily records included 109°F at both Hanford, 
WA and Sacramento, CA. In Oregon, Burns’ daily- 
record high of 100°F represented a 70-degree swing from 
Tuesday's record low. 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
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Computer generated isotherms 
Based on preliminary dato 


Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 
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Based on preliminary dato 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin August 13, 1996 








Total Growing Degree Days 
March 1 - August 10, 1996 
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maximum temperature limited to 86 - 
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50 degrees F or more. Based on preliminary data 











Growing Degree Days Departure from Normal 
March 1 - August 10, 1996 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending August 10, 1996 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending August 10, 1996 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending August 10, 1996 
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Based on 1961-90 normals 


Note: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Warmer weather over the Corn Belt and scattered rains 
pushed development of row crops to near-normal 
levels. In the western Corn Belt, heavy rains early in 
the week caused localized flooding. The much-needed 
moisture prevented a decline in row-crop conditions, 
but some dry pockets were missed. Producers in the 
Midwest remained concerned with the prospect of an 
early fall frost arriving before late-planted crops reach 
maturity. Warmer weather over the Great Lakes region 
spurred crop development but increased plant 
requirements for soil moisture. High temperatures and 
low soil moisture supplies in the northern Rocky 
Mountains provided ideal harvesting weather for small 
grains but pushed the region to near-drought levels. 
insect pressure in the central Plains and western Corn 
Belt remained light, but producers were monitoring 


Wheat harvested for the 19 major producing States was 92 
percent (%) complete, up 5 percentage points from the previous 
week. Hot, dry weather in Montana pushed the wheat harvest to 
47% complete, up 32 points from the previous week and 21 points 
ahead of the 5-year average. The wheat harvest advanced 31 
points in South Dakota from last week, 3 points ahead of the 
average. 


Spring wheat condition was mostly good to fair, with 12% of the 
acreage harvested, 4 points behind the average. Condition 
remained mostly unchanged in the major producing States. 


Corn was in mostly good to fair condition, with 88% of the 
acreage in the silking stage or beyond. Corn silking for the 17 
major producing States was up 16 points from the previous week, 
but 3 points behind the average. Corn silking in Ohio, at 76% 
complete, was up 38 points from the previous week, but 21 points 
behind the average. In Indiana, silking was approximately 14 days 
behind normal. In Michigan, cor silking increased by 38 points 
from last week but remained 16 points behind the average. 
Michigan's European corn borers attacked alternative crops since 
com development was later than normal. 


Cotton setting bolls was 96% complete, up 9 points from last 
week and 10 points ahead of the average. Cotton condition was 
mostly good to fair for the 14 major producing States, with slight 
improvement in the Southeast due to recent rains. Cotton setting 
bolls in Texas at 92% complete was ahead of normal by 20 points. 
Cotton producers irrigated fields and sprayed for bollworms and 
boll weevils. Cotton in California was treated for aphids, 
armyworms, lygus, and mites in the San Joaquin Valley and in the 
desert whitefly. Spraying was required in Texas, where insect and 
disease problems increased during the week. Some central Texas 
cotton fields stressed by dry conditions shedded bolls. Moisture 


fields for insect activity. Hot, dry weather in the 
Western States combined with windy conditions 

destructive forest fires. Thunderstorms over 
the upper Great Plains delivered moisture that was 
needed, but also brought hail and high winds that 
damaged some crops. Warm, dry weather over North 
Dakota gave producers excellent harvest conditions 
and accelerated late-seeded crop development. 
Widespread showers over the Southeast brought 
moisture that improved or held crop conditions stable 
in many areas, but some localities remained dry. The 
wet conditions over the Southeast improved range and 
pasture conditions but slowed harvest activity. The 
recent wet weather compelled row-crop producers to 
scout fields for increased insect activity and to spray 
insecticides where needed. 


and warm weather in the Texas High Plains advanced 
development rapidly, with cotton opening bolls ahead of the 
average by 2 points. In Arizona, cotton bolls opening at 43% 
complete was 17 points ahead of normal. 


Rice headed for the five major producing States was 80% 
complete, up 16 points from the previous week and 1 point ahead 
of normal. Rice condition rated good to excellent totaled 78 
points. Rice headed in California at 50% complete was up 30 
points from last week and 26 points ahead of the average. In 
Arkansas, rice fields were drained in preparation for harvest. Rice 
harvest at 12% complete was 3 points ahead of normal for the five 
major producing States. In Louisiana, rice harvesting was 
hindered by wet conditions. 


Sorghum condition was mostly good to fair with sorghum headed 
at 74% complete, up 22 points from the previous week, and 13 
points ahead of the average. In Illinois, sorghum headed at 30% 
complete was 36 points behind normal. Sorghum turning color at 
24% complete was 3 points behind the average, but ahead of the 
average for the Delta States. In Louisiana, insect activity remained 
light. Sorghum development was slowed in Texas by cool, wet 
weather, but the moisture aided many sorghum fields. 


Soybeans blooming was 82% complete, up 13 points from last 
week and 5 points below the average. Soybeans were in mostly 
good to fair condition. The percentage of acreage blooming lagged 
the average by at least 20 points in the eastern Corn Belt. Soybean 
producers in the Midwest closely monitored the crop's 
development and remained concerned by its lateness. In Indiana, 
soybeans blooming remained 18 days behind normal. 

Grasshoppers were reported in the western Corn Belt's soybean 


fields. Soybean growers in the Delta sprayed for aerial blight and 
bean leaf beetles. 
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These 5 States produced 96% of 
the 1995 rice crop. 
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These 5 States produced 96% of 


the 1995 spring wheat crop. 
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These 12 States produced 98% of 
the 1995 sorghum crop. 
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These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http:/www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda. gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 8% short, 77% 
adequate, 15% surplus. Corn 87% dented, 95% 1995, 87% avg.; 49% 
mature, 65% 1995, 52% avg.; 10% poor, 33% fair, 52% good, 5% 
excellent. Livestock 3% poor, 33% fair, 58% good, 6% excellent. 
Showers were frequent, widespread in most areas. Few dry spots 
remained in the peanut belt. Row crop producers were busy scouting, 
spraying insects in response to recent wet weather. Maintenance, 
repair of harvest equipment was underway in preparation for harvest. 





ALASKA: Days was available for harvesting hay 1. Topsoil 15% short, 
85% adequate. Subsoil 30% short, 70% adequate First crop hay harvest 
was 95% completed with 90% 1995. Barley 70% in dough, 30% turning 
color. Last year barley 85% ripe, 5% swathed. Oats 90% in dough, 10% 
turning color. 





ARIZONA: Insect pressure in cotton increasing; control mostly 
effective. Alfalfa harvest 3% light, 55% moderate, 15% active, 27% not 
being harvested; 3% poor, 25% fair, 64% good, 8% excellent. Central 
vegetable growers harvested cantaloupe, honeydew, specialty melons. 
Eastern growers harvested tomatoes. Chili pepper harvest will begin this 
week in Eastern areas. Apple harvest underway in Eastern parts of 
State. Lemon harvest began in Western areas, will start in Central 
portions of State this week. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 4% very 
short, 27% short, 68% adequate, 1% surplus. Main farming activities: 
irrigating soybeans, cotton, fertilizing cotton, scouting, draining rice 
fields, harvesting corn, sorghum, hay. Soybean irrigation continued in 
several counties. Treatment for worm infestation carried on in soybeans 
in numerous counties. Cotton irrigation, fertilization were reported by 
many counties. Cotton continued to suffer from boll worms, boll weevils 
infestations in several counties. Cotton was sprayed for plant bugs in 
numerous counties. Cotton producer sprayed for armyworms in Lee 
County. Rice scouting continued in many counties. Rice was treated 
for blast in Craighead County. Treatment of stinkbugs in rice was 
reported by Poinsett and Lee Counties. Rice fields were being drained 
in preparation for harvest in numerous counties. Corn, sorghum 
harvests were underway in a several counties. Some late sorghum 
suffered from midge problems in Craighead County. Grape harvest 
proceeded in White County. Livestock were in good condition 
statewide. Hay harvest continued. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities progressed normally under clear skies 
in most areas. Small grain harvest was virtually complete, except at 
higher elevations. Small grain stubble was baled for straw or burned. 
Rice fields were sprayed for weeds. Head development continued. 
Cotton was treated for aphids, armyworms, lygus, mites in the San 
Joaquin Valley, whitefly in the desert counties. Alfalfa was sprayed for 
aphids, armyworms. Corn silage, safflower, seed alfalfa, sugar beets 
were harvested in the San Joaquin Valley. Clover seed was harvested 
in the Sacramento Valley. Black eye beans, sunflowers were drying for 
harvest. Garbanzo bean harvest was complete in most areas. Second 
crop plantings of corn grew rapidly in the hot weather. Alfalfa, Sudan 
grass were cut for hay or green chopped. Harvest of table grapes 
continued in the Central Valley. Parlayed, Flame Seediess, Superior 
Seediess, Thompson Seediess were the primary varieties harvested. 
Harvests of nectarines, plums, freestone, clingstone peaches was 
active. Harvest of Gala variety apples continued in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Almond harvest was underway in the San Joaquin Valley. Black 
Mission, Calmyrna, Kadota figs were harvested for fresh market. 
Walnuts were sprayed for codling moth, mites. Asian pears were 





picked in the San Joaquin Valley. Bartlett pear harvest continued. 
Valencia orange harvesting was slow paced. Lemon, grapefruit 
harvesting continued. Orange, lemon trees were treated for scale. 

Some strawberry fields were fumigated in preparation for planting. 

Cauliflower and broccoli were harvested in Monterey, San Louis Obispo 
counties. Hot weather caused some processing tomatoes to sunburn. 

Picking was in full swing. Harvesting of cantaloupe, honeydew melons 
was declining. Watermelons were picked, packed. Incentral areas the 
potato harvest continued. Sweetpotato harvest continued in Merced 
County. Fall crop lettuce fields were planted in Fresno County. Other 
crops harvested included: eggplant, onions, parsley, green beans, garlic, 
sweet corn. High temperatures continued to stress all livestock. 
Rangeland pastures were very dry at lower elevations, mountain 
pastures were rapidly drying. Supplemental feeding was on the increase 
as quantity, quality of forage declined. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 8% very short, 
37% short, 52% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 7% very short, 21% 
short, 70% adequate, 2% surplus. Spring barley 36% harvested, 8% 
1995, 26% avg.; 9% poor, 23% fair, 56% good, 12% excellent. Oats 
97% turning color, 64% 1995, 77% avg.; 55% harvested, 24% 1995, 
41% avg. Dry onions 11% harvested, 2% 1995, 7% avg.; 1% very poor, 
5% poor, 12% fair, 74% good, 8% excellent. Spring wheat 42% 
harvested, 22% 1995, 24% avg.; 3% very poor, 10% poor, 17% fair, 
62% good, 8% excellent. Corn 32% dough, 0% 1995, 17% avg. Sugar 
beets 3% very poor, 4% poor, 30% fair, 51% good, 12% excellent. 
Summer potatoes 17% harvested, 0% 1995, 13% avg.; 1% very poor, 
5% poor, 10% fair, 69% good, 15% excellent. Fall potatoes 5% poor, 
10% fair, 75% good, 10% excellent. Dry beans 98% flowered, 66% 
1995, 69% avg.; 4% very poor, 10% poor, 11% fair, 55% good, 20% 
excellent. Alfalfa hay 86% 2nd cutting, 75% 1995, 64% avg.; 11% 3rd 
cutting, 0% 1995, 5% avg.; 2% very poor, 4% poor, 21% fair, 60% 
good, 13% excellent. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 12% short, 76% 
adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 93% adequate, 7% surplus. Corn 3% 
poor, 12% fair, 65% good, 20% excellent; 95% silked, 99% 1995, 98% 
avg.; 48% dough, 60% 1995, 45% avg.; 19% dent, 31% 1995, 15% 
avg.; 5% mature, 1% 1995, 1% avg.; 5% harvested for silage, 4% 1995, 
3% avg. Sorghum 2% fair, 89% good, 9% excellent; 88% headed, 52% 
1995, 53% avg.; 5% turning color, 1% 1995, 3% avg. Soybeans 4% 
poor, 26% fair, 67% good, 3% excellent; 47% bloomed, 66% 1995 and 
64% avg, 20% setting pods, 33% 1995, 20% avg. Sweet corn 56% 
harvested, 62% 1995, 66% avg. Potatoes 63% harvested, 72% 1995, 
52% avg. Tomatoes 45% harvested, 46% 1995, 44% avg. Cantaloupe 
61% harvested, 63% 1995, 63% avg. Watermelons 52% harvested, 
38% 1995, 46% avg. Apples 8% fair, 90% good, 2% excellent; 14% 
harvested, 8% 1995, 10% avg. Peaches 8% fair, 92% good; 58% 
harvested, 54% 1995, 56% avg. Alfalfa hay 96% 2nd cutting, 100% 
1995, 100% avg.; 45% 3rd cutting, 62% 1995, 64% avg. Other hay 92% 
2nd cutting, 100% 1995, 94% avg.; 44% 3rd cutting, 45% 1995, 25% 
avg. Hay supplies 10% short, 87% adequate, 3% surplus. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil mostly adequate to surplus in Panhandle, northern 
Peninsula, short to adequate in central, southern Peninsula. Tobacco 
harvest winding down. Tobacco marketing active. Corn for grain 
harvest starting. Haying active. Peanuts good 57%, excellent 43%. 
Fall vegetable planting gaining momentum with progress delayed in 
some localities due to frequent showers. Palmetto-Ruskin growers 
started planting most fal! acreage as harvest of summer squash 
continues. East Coast growers planting eggplant, peppers. Dade 
County growers to begin okra planting for fall harvest over next 7 to 10 
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days with harvest of summer crop okra nearing the end. Southwestern 
producers preparing land. Quincy tomatoes in good condition with all 
acreage planted. Citrus groves, trees, new crop fruit very good to 
excellent condition. Ideal growing weather, adequate moisture, abundant 
new growth. Leaf miner present in varying quantities throughout the 
citrus belt. Good fruit sizes for mid-August. Caretakers cutting cover 
crops, spraying, fertilizing, dead tree removal, replanting going on in 
most large groves. Pasture feed fair 25%, good 70%, excellent 5%. 
Pasture generally improved due to recent rains. Condition of cattle 
herds fair 20%, good 70%, excellent 10%. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Soil moisture 4% very 
short, 15% short, 74% adequate, 7% surplus. Corn 97% dough, 100% 
1995, 100% avg.; 88% dent, 99% 1995, 96% avg.; 67% mature, 95% 
1995, 84% avg.; 10% harvested for grain, 27% 1995, 17% avg. Hay 
1% very poor, 7% poor, 37% fair, 52% good, 3% excellent. Sorghum 
5% very poor, 10% poor, 31% fair, 53% good, 1% excellent. Soybeans 
47% setting pods, 51% 1995, 50% avg. Tobacco 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 20% fair, 65% good, 11% excellent; 62% harvested, 82% 1995, 
76% avg. Watermelons 95% harvested, 98% 1995, 97% avg. Apples 
2% fair, 98% good; 4% harvested, 12% 1995, 14% avg. Peaches 97% 
harvested, 100% 1995, 97% avg. Pecans 1% very poor, 12% poor, 39% 
fair, 39% good, 9% excellent. Continuing showers brought another 
week of drought relief. All areas received rain, some localities are still 
in need of more. Generally, crop conditions improved or held steady. 
Activities: Fertilizing pastures, planting fall vegetables, irrigating crops, 
cutting hay, applying pesticides. 





HAWAI: Beneficial modure of showers, abundant sunshine aided crop 
growth. Papaya production moderate to heavy. Banana production up for 
Cavendish variety. Watermelon harvesting active, moderate volume. 
Head cabbage fair to good condition, harvesting active. Tomato 
harvesting light to moderate. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Potato late blight identified in 
south central areas. Topsoil 7% very short, 49% short, 42% adequate, 
2% surplus. Potatoes turning (vines senescing) 12%, 14% 1995, 23% 
avg.; potatoes with vines dead/killed 1%, 4% 1995, 6% avg.; 5% fair, 
66% good, 29% excellent. Winter wheat 2% poor, 16% fair, 47% good, 
35% excellent. Spring wheat turning color 90%. Barley turning color 
88%. Alfalfa hay harvested (2nd cutting) 71%, 62% 1995, 68% avg.; 
harvested (3rd cutting) 11%, 6% 1995, 6% avg. Oats harvested for 
grain 10%, 6% 1995, 29% avg. Dry peas harvested 15%, 23% 1995, 
43% avg. Mint harvested 68%, 65% 1995, 70% avg. Sweet corn 
harvested 10%. Onions harvested 1%, 0% 1995, 2% avg. Peaches 
harvested 28%, 33% 1995, 49% avg. Prunes, plums harvested 10%, 
3% 1995, 7% avg. Pasture feed, range 14% poor, 34% fair, 42% good, 
10% excellent. Irrigation water supply 1% poor, 7% fair, 57% good, 
35% excellent. Activities: irrigating row crops, spraying for and worrying 
about late blight in potatoes, harvesting alfalfa hay and small grains, 
managing grain stubble. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 19% very short, 
33% short, 44% adequate, 4% surplus. Crops maintained their 
conditions last week but rain is needed in the southern half of the State. 
Reporters in the central, northern districts expressed concern about the 
lateness of the soybean crop. Northern districts need warm weather to 
promote crop progress while the southern districts need rain. Oat 
harvest progressed rapidly. Activities included spraying chemicals, 
cultivating, mowing and caring for livestock. Corn 22% dough, 35% 
1995, 60% avg.; 3% dented, 5% 1995, 20% avg. Soybeans 31% 
setting pods, 37% 1995, 68% avg. Oats 99% ripe, 98% 1995, 99% 
avg.; 75% harvested, 86% 1995, 89% avg. Alfalfa 91% second cutting, 
93% 1995, 95% avg.; 22% third cutting, 19% 1995, 34% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 6% very short, 33% 
short, 57% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 21% short, 
71% adequate, 5% surplus. Corn silking is 14 days behind average. 
Blooming of soybeans, 18 days behind average. Winter wheat yields 
lower than farmers had earlier anticipated. Headscab, winter kill 





seriously affected this years winter wheat crop. Mint harvest underway, 
northern areas. Second cutting of alfalfa hay 86% complete, 95% 1995, 
95% avg. Heat during the week placed stress on some livestock. 
Activities: Baling hay and straw, detasseling seed corn, cultivating and 
spraying soybeans, spraying for insects, mowing fence rows, care of 
livestock, attending the State fair. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil very short 5%, short 
23%, adequate 68%, surplus 4%. Subsoil very short 2%, short 25%, 
adequate 68%, surplus 5%. State cooler than normal temperatures 
have been very beneficial crops under stress from lack of moisture. 
Cooler have also though, slowed the growth of row crops. 
Reporters indicated that many producers remain optimistic about this 
year’s crops, concerned about an early frost impacting their crops 
before they reach full maturity. Cooler weather has also aided crops 
suffering from lack of moisture. Rains received over the in the north 
should help in relieving some of this stress. Additional comments on 
in soybeans, potato leaf hoppers in alfalfa were received. 

tasseling 98%, 97% 1995, 95% avg.; in or past milk stage 32%, 
46% 1995, 55% avg.; corn in dough stage 4%, 6% 1995, 22% avg. 
Soybeans setting pods 64%, 70% 1995, 71% avg. Alfalfa hay 2nd crop 
harvested 87%, 89% 1995, 87% avg.; alfalfa hay 3rd crop harvested 
5%, 5% 1995 8% avg. Clover hay 2nd crop harvested 55%, 59% 1995, 
62% avg.; 1% very poor, 9% poor, 35% fair, 48% good, 7% excellent. 
Livestock in good to excellent condition thanks to cooler temperatures. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil 4% very short, 23% 
short, 67% adequate, 6% surplus. Subsoil 4% very short, 23% short, 
70% adequate, 3% surplus. Insect pressure continues with light to 
moderate infestations in some areas. Common reported insects include 
grasshoppers, chinch bugs, spider mites, corn borers. Rain was 
received across much of the State again last week. Fall crops remain 
mostly in good to excellent condition, ahead of normal maturity. Feed 
grain supplies 24% short, hay 11% short. Alfalfa cut the third time 80% 
complete, 63% 1995, 64% avg. Alfalfa cut the fourth time 10% 
complete, 4% 1995, 6% avg. Activities: eo preparing ground 
for wheat seeding, fall crop weed, insect control 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 5% very short, 
20% short, 68% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil 5% very short, 17% 
short, 74% adequate, 4% surplus. Crops continue to improve due to 
moisture from showers, though tobacco blue mold & black shank 
serious through out many areas of central portion of State. Tobacco 2% 
very poor, 10% poor, 30% fair, 45% good, 13% excellent. Burley 
tobacco 45% topped. Over 70% of the dark tobacco topped. Corn, 
soybeans, hay crops mostly good. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 7% 
poor, 29% fair, 54% good, 9% excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Soil moisture 10% short, 
64% adequate, 26% surplus. Corn 4% poor, 23% fair, 65% good, 8% 
excellent; 90% mature, 93% 1995, 87% avg.; 20% harvested, 17% 
1995, 22% avg. Corn harvest picked up with initial yields looking good. 
Hay 67% second cutting, 63% 1995, 35% avg. Drier conditions allowed 
hay producers back into their fields. Peaches 100% harvested, 90% 
1995, 96% avg. Rice 44% ripe, 46% 1995, 43% avg. Rice harvest 
gained momentum with good yields being reported. Sorghum 49% ripe, 
29% 1995, 29% avg.; 10% harvested, 2% 1995, 4% avg. Insect 
pressure on grain sorghum remained light. Soybeans 82% setting pods, 
75% 1995, 59% avg.; 5% turning color, 3% 1995, 1% avg. Soybean 
growers were spraying for aerial blight and bean leaf beetles. Sugarcane 
2% very poor, 5% poor, 21% fair, 54% good, 18% excellent; 0% planted, 
1% 1995, 1% avg. a ence 
Sweetpotatoes 20% fair, 74% good, 6% excellent; 5% harvested, 2% 
1995, 7% avg. harvest momentum with initial yields 
looking good. Livestock 3% poor, 19% fair, 68% good, 10% excellent. 
Crawfish producers were planting rice for winter forage. Vegetables 2% 
very poor, 15% poor, 44% fair, 38% good, 1% excellent. Pasture feed 
1% poor, 22% fair, 65% good, 12% excellent. 
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MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 2% very short, 
6% short, 74% adequate, 18% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 4% 
short, 86% adequate, 8% surplus. Corn 1% very poor, 4% poor, 11% 
fair, 51% good, 33% excellent; 86% silked, 95% 1995, 92% avg.; 43% 
dough, 52% 1995, 48% avg.; 10% dent, 17% 1995, 18% avg. 
Soybeans 8% poor, 16% fair, 48% good, 28% excellent; 62% bloomed, 
65% 1995, 66% avg.; 30% setting pods, 38% 1995, 35% avg. Tobacco 
4% poor, 11% fair, 71% good, 14% excellent; 88% bloomed, 97% 1995, 
73% avg.; 61% topped, 63% 1995, 45% avg.; 16% harvested, 23% 
1995, 11% avg. Sorghum 4% very poor, 5% poor, 22% fair, 34% good, 
35% excellent, 33% headed, 73% 1995, 72% avg. Sweet corn 54% 
harvested, 56% 1995, 67% avg. Potatoes 95% harvested, 73% 1995, 
72% avg. Cantaloupe 65% harvested, 62% 1995, 68% avg. Tomatoes 
50% harvested, 48% 1995, 57% avg. Watermelon 43% harvested, 59% 
1995, 59% avg. Alfalfa hay 95% 2nd cutting, 96% 1995, 99% avg.; 
47% 3rd cutting, 63% 1995, 67% avg.; 5% 4th cutting, 5% 1995, 5% 
avg. Other hay 77% 2nd cutting, 87% 1995, 76% avg.; 26% 3rd 
cutting, 14% 1995, 18% avg. Hay supplies 7% very short, 7% short, 
82% adequate, 4% surplus. Apples 1% very poor, 1% poor, 16% fair, 
62% good, 20% excellent.; 4% harvested, 3% 1995, 6% avg. Peaches 
1% very poor, 1% poor, 13% fair, 63% good, 22% excellent; 65% 
harvested, 43% 1995, 53% avg. Activities: Cutting hay, harvesting 
vegetables. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 22% very short, 
37% short, 39% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 15% very short, 41% 
short, 41% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn in milk 70%, 90% 1995, 869% 
avg. Drybeans blooming 60%, 96% 1994, 87% avg.; setting pods 15%, 
81% 1994, 53% avg.; 10% very poor, 18% poor, 33% fair, 32% good, 
7% excellent. All hay 2nd cutting 86%, 81% 1994, 73% avg.; 4% very 
poor, 16% poor, 33% fair, 39% good, 8% excellent. Potatoes harvested 
7%, 33% 1994, 29% avg. Oats turning yellow 86%, 94% 1994, 95% 
avg.; harvested 30%, 54% 1994, 42% avg.; 2% very poor, 10% poor, 
33% fair, 44% good, 11% excellent. Pasture feed 5% very poor, 23% 
poor, 37% fair, 27% good, 8% excellent. Fruit crops remained about a 
week behind normal. Number of Japanese beetles has been high in the 
southwest. Lateness of the corn crop has sent European corn borers 
seeking out less preferred hosts, like fruit, in southern areas. Apple 
maggot catches were heavy. Growers were on the alert for apple scab 
on leaves; fruit appeared fairly clean. Birds have been a major problem 
for some blueberry growers. Tart cherry shaking was in full swing in the 
northwest; it is finished elsewhere. Apples were about two inches in 
diameter. Red varieties began to color. Picking of Red Haven will 
commence this week. Harvesting of sweet cherries ended. Harvesting 
of Bluecrop, Jersey blueberries continued. Machines began to roll in 
Rubels. Fruit size has been very large. Short plum crop was sizing well. 
Japanese varieties were picked. Sweet corn harvest has failed to meet 
consumer demand, so farm market prices have exceeded last year’s. 
Cucumber harvest moved into second and third planted fields. Carrots 
were sizing well. Deer damage has been severe in northern areas. Bell 
pepper harvesting for fresh market continued. Walls are thicker than 
earlier pickings. The processing crop is late. Celery quality has been 
very good; yields have been excellent. Harvest of processing tomatoes 
will Start about August 20, 7-10 days behind normal. Cantaloupe 
harvesting began. Early fruit set was noticeable in pumpkin fields. Major 
activities included: Harvesting wheat, hay, sweet and tart cherries, 
potatoes, mowing and spraying orchards. 





MINNESOTA Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil 3% very short, 
22% short, 66% adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil 7% very short, 24% 
short, 59% adequate, 10% surplus. Corn 96% tasseled, 98% 1995, 
91% avo.; 27% milk, 52% 1995, 50% avo. Soybeans 95% blooming, 
98% 1995, 92% avg.; 52% setting pods, 76% 1995, 68% avg. Spring 
wheat 63% turning ripe, 78% 1995, 88% avg.; 34% harvested, 28% 
1995, 25% avg. Oats 91% turning ripe, 94% 1995, 96% avg.; 55% 
harvested, 40% 1995, 51% avg. Barley 65% turning ripe, 82% 1995, 
91% avg.; 20% harvested, 18% 1995, 32% avg. Rye 79% harvested, 
67% 1995, 62% avg. Winter wheat 53% harvested, 47% 1995, 57% 
avg. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 18% poor, 38% fair, 40% good, 2% 
excellent. Oats 1% poor, 4% poor, 30% fair, 58% good, 7% 
excellent. Barley 18% poor, 31% fair, 45% good, 6% excellent. Corn 





1% very poor, 6% poor, 30% fair, 53% good, 10% excellent. Spring 
wheat 8% poor, 36% fair, 50% good, 6% excellent. Dry beans 1% very 
poor, 3% poor, 23% fair, 65% good, 8% excellent. Soybeans 1% very 
poor, 7% poor, 34% fair, 51% good, 7% excellent. Sunflowers 7% poor, 
36% fair, 55% good, 2% excellent. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Soil moisture 2% very 
short, 10% short, 76% adequate, 12% surplus. Corn 99% dough, 98% 
1995, 93% avg.; 85% dent, 81% 1995, 73% avg.; 41% mature, 41% 
1995, 37% avg.; 5% harvested, 4% 1995, 6% avg.; 68% silage 
harvested, 46% 1995, 48% avg.; 2% very poor, 8% poor, 28% fair, 53% 
good, 9% excellent. Soybeans 94% blooming, 92% 1995, 79% avg.; 
80% setting pods, 70% 1995, 52% avg.; 13% turning color, 6% 1995, 
4% avg.; 1% very poor, 5% poor, 24% fair, 54% good, 16% excellent. 
Peaches 92% harvested, 89% 1995, 94% avg.; 1% very poor, 56% 
poor, 25% fair, 16% good, 2% excellent. Watermelons 88% harvested, 
87% 1995, 85% avg.; 13% poor, 31% fair, 52% good, 4% excellent. 
Peanuts 13% fair, 60% good, 27% excellent. Sweetpotatoes 2% very 
poor, 3% poor, 22% fair, 54% good, 19% excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 
6% poor, 22% fair, 61% good, 10% excellent. Pasture feed 3% very 
poor, 7% poor, 34% fair, 46% good, 10% excellent. Main farming 
activities: Harvesting hay, corn, corn silage and spraying fields. 
Scattered thunderstorms have helped pastures and crops, but delayed 
some harvesting efforts. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 5% very short, 
28% short, 63% adequate, 4% surplus. Row crops remained in mostly 
good to fair condition across the State during the past week. Corn 
progress continues to develop ahead of normal, while the soybean crop 
is near normal, sorghum is advancing slightly behind normal. Seventy- 
one percent of the corn crop has reached the dough stage, 35% has 
reached the dent stage. Corn crop is most advanced southwest, 
southeast, where all has reached the dough stage, 75% or more has 
reached dent stage. Conversely, only about 40% of the crop is 
doughing northeast, with 10% denting. Forty-three percent of the 
soybeans are setting pods across the State, less than 2 days behind 
norm. Sorghum heading ranges from 20% northeast, to around 80% 
southern third of State. Bootheel leads the State with 23% of sorghum 
Crop coloring. Alfalfa 2nd cutting 95%, 94% 1995, 95% avg. Alfalfa 3rd 
Cutting 37%, 29% 1995, 39% avg. Other hay cut 95%, 92% 1995, 93% 
rm § —— range 2% very poor, 16% poor, 42% fair, 37% good, 
@xc 





MONTANA Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 50% very short, 
40% short, 10% adequate. Subsoil 38% very short, 48% short, 14% 
adequate. Hot dry weather provided good conditions for harvesting of 
winter wheat. Spring grain harvest just getting started in eastern part 
of State. Winter wheat 5% very poor, 10% poor, 36% fair, 46% good, 
3% excellent, 89% ripe, 41% 1995, 63% avg. Spring wheat 94% turning, 
77% 1995, 76% avg.; 34% ripe, 20% 1995, 26% avg. Barley 89% 
turning, 73% 1995, 77% avg.; 31% ripe, 20% 1995, 32% avg. Oats 6% 
very poor, 16% poor, 39% fair, 37% good, 2% excellent; 94% turning, 
79% 1995, 76% avg.; 25% ripe, 25% 1995, 28% avg.; 6% harvested, 
2% 1995, 8% avg. Second cutting alfalfa 48% complete, 21% 1995, 


34% avg. First cutting other hay 90% complete, 88% 1995, 82% avg. 





NEBRASKA: _ Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Topsoil 13% short, 73% 
adequate, 14% surplus. Subsoil 17% short, 75% adequate, 8% surplus. 
Rainfall last week improved soil moisture supplies, however, below 
normal temperatures continued to slow crop development. Reports from 
the northeast, east central districts indicated the rainfall of the past 
weeks has resulted in standing water in lowland areas. Grasshoppers 
continued to be noted in any areas of the State as well as corn borer. 

Corn 22% dough, 6% 1995, 39% avg. Soybeans 97% blooming, 84% 
1995, 92% avg.; 51% setting pods, 35% 1995, 57% avg. Dry beans 
86% setting pods, 44% 1995. Alfalfa 6% poor, 33% fair, 53% good, 8% 
excellent, 97% 2nd cutting, 97% 1995, 98% avg.; 18% 3rd cutting, 14% 
1995, 24% avg. Wild hay 3% poor, 20% fair, 62% good, 15% excellent. 
Pasture feed, range 3% poor, 26% fair, 62% good, 9% excellent; 
pastures continued to benefit from moisture received. Activities: 
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Irrigating crops, spraying for insects, harvesting oats, cutting alfalfa, soil 
preparation for fall seeded crops. 





NEVADA: Clear, dry weather allowed harvests to progress rapidly. 
Small grain harvest was in full swing. Condition ratings for small grains 
were mostly good to excellent. Dry weather was conducive to haying. 
A\faifa second cutting was nearing completion north, fourth cutting was 
underway extreme south. Grass hay harvest continued. Potatoes, 
onions in good condition. Garlic harvest continued, onion harvest was 
approaching. ange, pasture condition showed further seasonal 
decline. Drought intensified east-central. Main farm, ranch activities: 
Haying, grain harvest, garlic digging, irrigating, preparing fields for alfalfa 
seeding. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 4% short, 
69% adequate, 27% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 66% adequate, 31% 
surplus. Pasture feed 2% poor, 44% fair, 51% good, 3% excellent. 
Maine potatoes minimal harvest, condition good. Massachusetts 
potatoes 15% harvested, 20% 1995, 10% avg.; condition good. Rhode 
Island potatoes 5% harvested, <5% 1995, <5% avg.; good. Maine oats 
none harvested, 30% harvested 1995, 10% avg.; good. Maine barley 
none harvested, 30% harvested 1995, good. Field corn condition 
good/fair. Sweet corn 30% harvested, 40% 1995, 40% avg.; good. 
Shade tobacco 75% harvested, 60% 1995; good. Broadleaf tobacco 
60% harvested, 30% 1995; good. First hay 95% harvested, 99% 1995, 
100% avg.; good/fair. Second hay 40% harvested, 50% 1995, 55% 
avg.; good. Third cut hay <5% harvested, 10% 1995, 10% avg.; good. 
Apples <5% harvested, 5% 1995, <5% avg., size average; good. 
Peaches 15% harvested, 15% 1995, size average, condition good/fair. 
Pears <5% harvested, <5% harvested 1995, size average, condition 
good. Cranberries size average, condition good. Highbush blueberries 
50% harvested, 65% 1995, size average, condition good/excellent. Wild 
blueberries 10% harvested, 35% 1995, size above average, condition 
good. Throughout the week, hot temperatures brought some much 
needed heat to New England. Crops were looking better and hay 
harvests were in full swing with the best drying conditions this summer. 
Early tree fruits continued to be harvested in scattered areas of the 
region. Wild blueberries, highbush blueberries, raspberries, and 
blackberries continued to be harvested during the week. Major farm 
activities: Cultivating row crops, side dressing crops with nitrogen, 
spraying fungicides, applying pesticides; harvesting continues for first 

and second cut hay, lettuce, zucchini, cabbage, tobacco, green beans, 
tomatoes, broccoli. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil mostly 
adequate. Recent weather has been beneficial to crops. Farmers are 
busy harvesting, planting, spraying. Good supply of green beans, 
cucumbers, eggplant, peppers, sweet corn available. Moderate volume 
of cantaloupe, beets, squash (all types), watermeion, and tomatoes 
available. Herbs, leafy greens, cabbage are in light supply. Blueberry 
harvest complete. Peach harvest continues. Loring is the main variety 
at this time. Corn and soybeans look good. Hay making is active. 
Pastures remains in good condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Soil moisture 6% very 
short, 50% short, 43% adequate, 1% surplus. Scattered afternoon, 
evening thunderstorms continued again this week with most precipitation 
falling on the eastern plains. Temperatures were close to normal across 
the State. Corn 1% poor, 5% fair, 61% good, 33% excellent; tasseled 
92%, with 55% in dough stage. Cotton 2% poor, 23% fair, 49% good, 
26% excellent; setting bolls 98%, 87% 1995, 88% avg.; bolls opening 
currently 10%, 0% 1995, 1% avo. Sorghum 5% very poor, 20% poor, 
42% fair, 32% good; headed 15%, 26% 1995, 42% avg.; coloring was 
just beginning, Alfalfa 4% poor, 34% fair, 52% good, 10% excellent; 3rd 
cutting 90% complete, 4th cutting 40% complete. Chile 1% poor, 9% 
fair, 70% good, 20% excellent; green chile harvest 12% complete. 

Onion harvest advanced well with 90% completed; condition was 2% 
fair, 53% good, 45% excellent. Lettuce also benefited from hot, dry 
weather with planting 60% complete, condition at 80% fair, 10% good, 
10% excellent. Pecan 25% fair, 55% good, 20% excellent. Cattle 2% 
very poor, 15% poor, 37% fair, 44% good, 2% excellent; sheep 11% 





very poor, 21% poor, 46% fair, 21% good, 1% excellent. Range, 
pasture feed conditions continued to remain steady at 10% very poor, 
35% poor, 34% fair, 19% good, 2% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Soil moisture 53% 
adequate, 47% surplus. Pasture feed 22% fair, 78% good. Hay fair to 
good condition. Second cut alfalfa 70% complete, 89% 1995, 76% avg. 
Corn fair to good. Wheat 95% harvested, 95% 1995, 93% avg. Oats 
55% harvested, 55% 1995, 49% avg. Potatoes blooming. Orange 
County onion harvest continued. Vegetables across the State behind 
normal development due to rain, cool temperatures. Cole crops in good 
condition. Harvesting picked up momentum. Hudson Valley peach crop 
75% harvested. Excellent conditions reported. Applies in good 
condition. Early varieties being picked. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Soil 1% very 
short, 6% short, 64% adequate, 29% surplus. Hay 2nd cutting 85%, 
66% 1995, 69% avg.; 3rd cutting 36%, 23% 1995, 28% avg. Corn 
silage harvested 19%, 14% 1995, 20% avg. Flue-cured tobacco 
harvested 40%, 47% 1995, 35% avg.; apples harvested 7%, 5% 1995, 
9% avg. Crop condition: Tobacco 3% very poor, 7% poor, 28% fair, 53% 
good, 9% excellent; hay 1% very poor, 13% poor, 33% fair, 50% good, 
3% excellent; sweetpotatoes 2% very poor, 2% poor, 8% fair, 83% good; 
5% excellent; apples 1% very poor, 1% poor, 18% fair, 75% good, 5% 
excellent; truck crops 2% very poor, 5% poor, 20% fair, 73% good. 
Activities included: Cultivating crops; spraying for insects and weed 
control; spraying fungicide on peanuts, fruits, vegetables; harvesting and 
marketing flue-cured tobacco; topping burley tobacco; harvesting corn 
for silage; cutting and baling hay; harvesting vegetables; pasture 
maintenance; tending livestock; and repairing equipment and general 
farm maintenance. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Warmer, drier 
weather provided excellent harvest conditions, helped push later seeded 
crops towards maturity. Topsoil 5% very short, 22% short, 69% 
ae, s 4% surplus. Subsoil 5% very short, 21% short, 67% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Combining of small grains got underway in many 
areas, Overall progress was behind average. Durum 3% combined; 3% 
1995; 6% avg. Late season crop development was boosted by warmer 
temperatures, remained behind average for all crops except potatoes. 
Late season crop development: Canola 13% swathed and beyond; 
flaseed 25% turning and beyond; 24% 1995; 33% avg.; corn for grain 
30% milk and beyond; 57% 1995; 42% avg.; dry edible beans 27% fully 
podded and beyond; 33% 1995; 40% avg.; soybeans 10% fully podded 
and beyond; 32% 1995; 39% avg.; sunflowers 55% blooming and 
beyond; 59% 1995, 57% avg.; potatoes 96% rows filled and beyond: 
94% 1995; 90% avg. Small grain conditions declined for the third 
consecutive week, durum showed the largest decrease. Emerged crop 
condition: durum 1% very poor, 7% poor, 36% fair, 52% good, 4% 
excellent; canola 3% poor, 22% fair, 62% good, 13% excellent; flaxseed 
1% very poor, 2% poor, 23% fair, 64% good, 10% excellent; corn 2% 
poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 15% excellent; dry edible beans 6% poor, 
27% fair, 57% good, 10% excellent; soybeans 10% poor, 34% fair, 43% 
good, 13% excellent; sunfiower 1% poor, 13% fair, 61% good, 25% 
excellent, sugarbeets 1% very poor, 2% poor, 12% fair, 69% good, 16% 
preanmoeg potatoes 1% very poor, 3% poor, 5% fair, 67% good, 24% 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 4% very short, 30% 
short, 64% adequate, 2% surplus. Alfalfa hay 2nd cutting 92% 
complete; other hay 2nd cutting 69% complete. Harvest continues for 
Fresh market tomatoes, sweet corn, peppers, processing cucumbers. 
Harvest began on cabbage | for kraut. Apple harvest progressed to 8%. 
Potato digging progress is at 11%. Alfalfa seeding is underway, idle 

fields are being prepared for winter wheat. Livestock condition is mostly 
good, some heat stress was reported. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 3% very short, 
9% short, 81% adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil 5% very short, 15% 
short, 78% adequate 2% surplus. Wheat 95% plowed, 93% 1995, 93% 
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avg.; 22% seedbed prepared, 16% 1995, 18% avg.; corn 99% milk-to- 
SOft, 83% 1995, 89% avg,; 14% mature, 13% 1995, 13% avg, Sorghum 
18% mature, 3% 1995, 3% avg. 1% harvested, 0% 1995, 1% avg. 

93% blooming, 65% 1995, 63% avg.; 66% setting pods, 38% 
4995, 35% avo.; 5% mature, 2% 1995, 5% avo. Peanuts 86% setting 
pods, 74% 1995, 67% avg.; 1% mature, 0% 1995, 1% avg. Alfalfa 5% 
NOK, 26% fair, 63% good, 6% excellent, 76% Srd cutting, 77% 1995, 
85% avg.; 11% 4th cutting, 12% 1995, 12% avg. Livestock 3% poor, 
19% fair, 72% good, 6% excellent. Feeder steers and heifers were $1 
to $2/cwt higher. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 5% very short, 
45% short, 50% adequate. Subsoil 2% very short, 39% short, 59% 
adequate. Barley 35% harvested, 43% 1905, 54% average. Activities: 
Grain, hay, grass seed, mint harvest underway, western sections. 
Grain, hay harvest continued, good yields, eastern sections. Nurseries, 
essen rotating irrigation, dry conditions prevailed. Easter lily bud 

, SOil preparation continued. Green bean, cucumbers, 

odidlioeee squash, tomato harvest continued, early sweet corn harvest 

underway, late cauliflower being planted, potatoes blooming, Willamette 
valley, Poteto harvest underway, Malheur County and Mid-Columbia 
region. Early onion harvest underway, Malheur County. Red raspberry, 
Marion variety blackberry harvests winding down, blueberry harvest 
continued, Evergreen variety blackberris ready for harvest, red haven 
peach harvest continued, Willamette valley. Pears, apples good, some 
hail damage to some fruit, blackberries, Oluederries ripening fast, Rogue 
River Valley. Blueberry harvest yee ong cranberry development 
continued, good cranberry sizing, southern coast. Livestock good- 
excellent. Hot dry windy conditions caused seven major forest fires, 
eastern, central sections, 72,000 acres burned. Western livestock 


producers feeding supplements. 





PENNSYLVANIA Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil moisture 8% 
short, 77% adequate, 15% surplus. High humidity, foggy mornings 
hampered hay making. High humidity hard on livestock. Corn generally 
very good, more variable conditions than normal. Soybean 5% poor, 
20% fair, 51% good, 24% excellent. Tobacco 3% harvested, 12% 1995, 
Te a0. Potato harvest 10% complete, 6% 1995, 8% avg. Alfalfa 2nd 

utting 79% complete, 69% 1995, 78% avg.; 3rd cutting 35% complete, 
22% 1 1995, 28% avg. Timothy clover 2nd cutting 37% complete, 36% 
1995, 51% avg. Quality of hay made 2% very poor, 7% poor, 22% fair, 
60% good, 9% excellent. Apple harvest 14% complete, 3% 1995, 6% 
avg. Peach harvest 4% complete, 21% 1995, 32% avg. Granes 
harvest 4% complete, 3% 1995, 4% avg. Fall plowing 8% complete, 3% 
1999, 5% avg. Activities: Making hay and haylage; harvesting small 


grains; harvesting potatoes; fodng fences; hauling manure; caring for 
livestock. 





PUERTO RICO: No weather data available. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Corn 2% very poor, 13% poor, 27% fair, 42% 
good, 16% excellent, 39% , 98% 1995, 99% avg.; 73% mature, 
76% 1995, 73% avg.; 15% harvested, ee 12% avg. Sorghum 
11% harvested, 11% 1995, 12% avg poor, 54% poor, 23% 
fair, 18% good. Tobacco 54% harvested, 59% 1996, 50% avg. 8% 
stalks , 9% 1995, 7% 5 yr avg; 1% poor, 39% fair, 42% good, 
18% excellent; Peach harvest 93% complete, 87% 1995, 84% avg.; 
17% very poor, 24% poor, 55% fair, 4% good. Watermelons 98% 
harvested, 94% 1995, 90% avg.; 10% very poor, 32% poor, 29% fair, 
29% good. Cantaloups 98% harvested, 9 91% 1995, 86% avg,; 10% 
poor, 54% fair, 35% good, 1% excellent. Tomatoes 15% fair, 65% good, 
20% excellent. Cucumbers 30% poor, 35% fair, 35% good. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 6% very 
short, 24% short, 66% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 
20% short, 69% adequate, 8% surplus. Scattered thunderstorms 
brought needed rain, most of the western part of the State remains dry. 
Hail and high winds severely damaged some crops. Barley 76% ripe, 








82% 1995, 88% avg. Oats 81% ripe, 82% 1995, 93% avg. Spring 
wheat 93% turning color, 96% 1995, 98% avg.; 71% ripe, 79% 1995, 
84% avg. Corn 93% tasseled, 88% 1995, 86% avg.; 17% dough, 2% 
1995, 19% avg.; 3% dent, 0% 11% 4 2% avg. Flax 91% blooming, 89% 
1995, 87% % BND: 19% fair, 77% good, 4% excellent. Sunflowers 1% 

very poor, 3% poor, 9% fair, 58% good, 29% excellent. Second cutting 
alfalfa 81% harvested, 74% 1995, 67% avg. Other hay 83% harvested, 
75% 1995, 70% avg. Livestock 6% fair, 74% good, 20% excellent. 
Stock water eupples 1% very short, 4% short, 87% adequate, 8% 
surplus. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 6% short, 81% 
adequate, 13% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 64% adequate, 10% surplus. 
Corn 1% very poor, 1% poor, 15% fair, 51% good, 32% excellent, 88% 
dough, 89% 1995, 80% avg.; 49% dent, 56% 1995, 43% avg.; 6% 
mature, 9% 1995, 5% avg.; 14% silage harvested, 26% 1995, 8% avg. 
Tobacco 7% poor, 29% fair, 52% good, 12% excellent; 68% meee. 
59% 1995, 65% avg.; 7% burley harvested, 10% 1995, 10% avg 

sit-cured harvested, 8% 1995, 8% avg., 8% dark fire-cured harvested, 
10% 1995, 8% avg. 17% fair, 64% good, 19% excellent; 75% 
headed, 90% 1995, 86% avg.; 17% turning color, 27% 1995, 23% avg. 
Pasture feed 4% poor, 25% fair, 60% good, 11% excellent. 





TEXAS: Rainfall received many areas during the week. However, rain 
fell in varied amounts, widely scattered. A good general rain is still 
needed across the State. Reports from a trace to several inches. 

Lower temperatures occurred part of the week in the High Plains; other 
areas of the State remained under very hot conditions. Fieldwork 
progressed as conditions allowed. Crop progress in the Plains was 

good, a few days had cooler weather and scattered rain. Livestock 
— wry to Pasir some strength. 
preparation continued across State. Added 
moghre'n the Paine wil il bo big boost for planting next month. Corn in 
early planted fields in the High Plains continued mature; harvest should 
begin on these fields soon. High winds and hail again caused some 
damage in scattered fields. Some harvest for silage occurred. Overall 
Progress was good. Harvest continued in the Central and Coastal 
areas, with only fair yields; some total failures are occurring, High levels 
of aflatoxin were also reported. Most harvest is completed in Rio 
Grande Valley. Crops are 96% dough, 87% 1995, 84% avg. 80% 
dented, 67% 1995, 65% avo. Crops are 58% mature, 54% 1995, 50% 
avg. Crops are 43% harvested, 37% 1995, 29% avg. Grain sorghum: 
lower temperatures in the High Plains slowed maturing for a couple of 
days; added moisture was beneficial. Harvesting continued in most 
other areas. Crops were 56% mature, 65% 1995, 59% avg; 47% 
harvested, 54% 1995, and 50% avg. Cotton insect and = 
problems were increasing, causing spraying to occur. 
Consonant advanced rapidly, but some fields were still sighty 
lelayed. Fields in many Central areas continued to suffer from a lack 
of Sufficient moisture, high temperatures. Some plants were shedding 
bolls. Bolls were opening in many of these areas. Harvest remained 
active in Rio Grande Valley. Progress was 17% open bolls, 16% 1995, 
45% avo. 7% harvested, 5% 1995, 5% avo. Rice harvesting continued 
along Upper Coast, and gcod yields were reported. Peanuts’ progress 
remained good in most northern areas. Only slight disease problems 
occurred. Hot and mostly dry conditions continued to plague the crop 
in the South Central areas, with 91% pegging. Soybeans’ progress 
improved with added moisture in the Plains and other North Central 
areas. Harvest increased along the Upper Coast as conditions allowed, 
with 7% harvested, 11% 1995, 4% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley land preparations 
remained slow because of lack of water. San Antonio-Winter Garden 
land preparations continued, with some planting underway. In the east, 
sweetpotato progress varied. Scattered rain helped some fields while 

others remained stressed. In the High Plains, cucumber and pepper 

harvest continued between rain showers. In Trans-Pecos, peppers are 
making good progress while insect problems are beginning in some chile 
fields. Few cantaloup fields remain to be harvested. Pecan producers 
begun spraying for shuckworms in many areas. Damage from first, 
second generation casebearers continued to show up. Nut drop also 
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continued; however, recent moisture in some areas may help alleviate 
this problem. Irrigation activity was steady. 
A . 


Range and Livestock: Ranges and pastures in some areas 
responded favorably after recent rains by increasing greening and 
growth, Haying activity also showed some increase. Light weight cattle 
began arriving in the High Plains for small grain pastures this fall. 
Livestock marketings remained steady, prices showing some 
improvement. Even with recent rains, many stock tanks remained low 
or dry, and herd liquidation continued. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 18% very short, 45% 
short, 35% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 19% very short, 41% short, 

40% adequate. Irrigation water supply 11% very short, 35% short, 53% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Stock water supply 13% very short, 39% short, 
46% adequate, 2% surplus. Winter wheat harvested 75%, 51% 1995, 
72% avg. Spring wheat harvested 65%, 37% 1995, 53% avg. Barley 
harvested 75%, 44% 1995, 57% avo. Oats harvested for grain 32%, 
23% 19985, 28% avg. Corn tasseled 71%, 26% 1995, 67% avg. Alfalfa 
2nd cutting 92%, 79% 1995, 84% avg.; 3rd cutting 20%, 8% 1995, 13% 

avg. Oats harvested for hay or silage 75%, 87% 1995, 84% avg. Other 
hay Cut 80%, 79% 1995, 85% avg. Peaches picked 18%, 99 9% 1995, 
17% avg. Range, pasture feed 8% very poor, 19% poor, 43% fair, 30% 
good. Major farm, ranch activities: (rrigating crops, harvesting grains, 


Cutting alfalfa and other hay, picking peaches. 





VIRGINIA = Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil 5% short, 77% 
adequate, 18% surplus. Subsoil 13% short, 73% adequate, 14% 
surplus. Corn 91% silked, 1995 91%, 88% avg.; 55% dough, 1995 
49%, 54% avg.; 29% dent, 1995 25%, 30% avg.; 7% mature, 1995 4%, 
4% avg.; 1% silage harvested, 1995 1%, 4% avg.; 9% fair, 61% good, 
30% excellent. Soybeans 58% bloomed, 1995 66%, 59% avg.; 35% 
setting pods, 1995 31%, 32% avg.; 4% very poor, 5% poor, 19% fair, 
51% good, 21% excellent. Cotton 13% fair, 48% good, 39% excellent. 
Peanuts 100% pegged; 1% poor, 5% fair, 40% good, 54% excellent. 
Alfalfa 4% poor, 18% fair, 61% good, 17% excellent. Other hay 1% 
poor, 34% fair, 50% good, 15% excellent. Surnmer potatoes 97% 
harvested, 91% 1995, 97% avg. Fire cured tobacco 10% harvested, 

19% 1995, 11% avg,; 13% fair, 87% good. Flue cured tobacco 22% 
harvested, 29% 1995, 23% avg.; 15% fair, 80% good, 5% excellent. 
Burley tobacco 5% very poor, 12% poor, 32% fair, 51% good. Sun 
cured tobacco 60% good, 40% excellent. Pasture feed 8% poor, 28% 
fair, 53% good, 16% excellent. Apples 25% harvested, 20% 1995, 26% 
avg, 3% very poor, 10% poor, 10% fair, 62% good, 15% excellent. 
Peaches 53% harvested, 51% 1995, 58% average. Activities: Quality, 
quantity of crops on eastern shore continue decline due to excess 
moisture. Growers scouting, spraying cotton for worms, spraying 
peanuts for ieaf spot. Pastures, hay responded weil to rain, haymaking 
continues weather permitting. Tobacco farmers topping, spraying. 
Flue, dark-fired tobacco harvest continues. Blue mold reported in burley 
tobacco over wide area, southwest. Humid, rainy conditions allowing 
blue mold to persist, spread. Flooding reported some burley fields. Fall 
vegetable crops being planted. Peach, appie harvest continues. 





WASHINGTON: _ Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 3% very 


short, 40% short, 56% adequate, 1% surplus; subsoil 35% short, 65% 
adequate. Rains were probably too late to help stressed spring cereal 
crops. Winter wheat, dryland 8% fair, 53% good, 39% excellent; 
irrigated, 82% good, 18% excellent. Barley, dryland 1% poor, 19% fair, 
59% good, 21% excellent; irrigated, 98% good, 2% excellent. Spring 
wheat, dryland 6% poor, 21% fair, 46% good, 27% excellent; irrigated, 
89% good, 11% excellent. Winter wheat 42% harvested, 49% 1995, 
59% avg. Spring wheat 16% harvested, 23% 1995, 41% avg. Barley 
31% harvested, 24% 1995, 45% avg. Potatoes 16% harvested, 11% 
1995, 10% avg.; 5% fair, 95% good. Hay, other roughage supplies, 4% 
short, 81% adequate, 15% surplus. Range, pasture feed, 12% poor, 
38% fair, 45% good, 5% excellent. Alfalfa 2nd cutting 93%, 84% 1995, 
85% avg.; 3rd cutting 33%, 42% 1995, 34% avg. Watermelon harvest 
was underway in eastern areas, early apple harvest began. Biueberry 
harvest continued with below normal yields being reported. Blackberry 
harvest also continued. The last crop of lettuce was planted. Winter frost 
took its toll on Bartlett pears in the western part of the State, 











WEST VIRGINIA Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2 Topsoil 8% short, 
71% adequate, 21% surplus. Wheat harvested 96%, 78% 1995, 94% 
avg. Hay 6% poor, 28% fair, 63% good, 3% excellent; 2nd cutting 44%, 
50% 1995, 47% avg.; 3rd cutting 6%, 8% 1995. Corn 14% fair, 82% 
good, 4% excellent; 66% silked, 61% 1995, 83% avg.; 32% dough 
stage, 28% 1995, 44% avg., 3% dent stage, 2% 1995. Oats 61% 
harvested, 60% 1995, 74% avg. 16% fair, 83% good, 1% 
excellent; blooming 65%, 79% 1995, 23% setting pods, 40% 1995. 
Tobacco 22% poor, 33% fair, 44% good, 1% excellent; 50% topped, 
59% 1995, 53% avg. Cattle 1% poor, 16% fair, 81% good, 2% 
excellent. Sheep 7% fair, 91% good, 2% excellent. Apples 93% fair, 
7% good. Peaches 100% Activities: Cutting and baling hay, 
harvesting small grains ond ‘peaches, topping tobacco, working 
livestock, clipping pastures, spraying for weeds, repairing fences and 
equipment maintenance. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Soil moisture 2% very 
petro: Finer Overall, the weather was 
fairly good for harvest activities. Oat yields were reported good with not 
many weeds. Winter wheat acreage was et 55% harvested compared 
with 87% 1995, 72% avg. A reporter from Waupaca County noted that 
some of the wheat fields were yielding poorly, with light kernels. Soil 
moisture levels were rated 2% very short, 13% short, 78% adequate, 
7% surplus. Two reporters from the southwest district noted that some 
erees ware very dry. Hot, humid weather enhanced the silking of corn 
Some producers in the northeast district were still harvesting 
fret aap hay. As of 11th, second crop hay harvested was at 79%, 
compared with 84% 1995, sage cement tn Seen oe > sao 
was at 6% cut. Statewide 23% of the soybeans were setting pods 
Soybean 3% very poor, 7% poor, 25% fair, 53% good, 12% excellent. 
obacco fields were hit with a blue mold disease in the southwest 
district, Cranberry bogs in the central district were in good condition, 


warm weather is still needed. Pasture feed 3% very poor, 7% poor, 31% 
fair, 54% good, 5% excellent. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 9% very short, 
61% short, 30% adequate or better. Subsoil 5% very short, 57% short, 
38% adequate or better. Winter wheat 89% harvested, 61% 1995, 70% 
avg. Barley 69% mature, 62% 1995, 71% avg.; 29% harvested, 25% 
1995, 37% avg. Oats 47% mature, 31% 1995, 49% avg.; 17% 
harvested, 16% 1995, 20% avg. Spring wheat 45% mature, 13% 1995, 
52% avo.; 19% harvested, A 1985, , 24% evo. Dry beans 90% setting 
pods, 64% 1995, 73% avg. ing color, 3% 1995, 7% avg 
84% silked, 40% 1995, 51% avg. "30% milk, 16% 1995, 26% avg, avg, 
Alfalfa 2nd cutting 40% harvested, 23% 1995, 35% avg. Other hay 
79% harvested, 72% 1995, 76% avg. Range, pasture feed 9% poor, 
41% fair, 44% good, 6% excellent. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Cooler weather and showers followed unrelenting 
heat and dryness over Ukraine and southern Russia, stabilizing 
conditions for summer crops. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Scattered showers accompanied a cooling trend 
over spring wheat areas in Russia and Kazakhstan. 


EUROPE: Weather conditions favored winter wheat harvesting in 
northern France, England, the Benelux countries, and northern 
Germany. 


AUSTRALIA: Scattered, mostly light showers kept the main winter 
grain areas moist, but cool weather slowed vegetative growth. 


CANADA: Persistent, unseasonable coolness for most of the week 
maintained unfavorably low growth rates of spring grains and 
oilseeds. 


SOUTH ASIA: Widespread, locally heavy rain continued across 
central India, possibly causing additional flooding to soybeans, rice, 
and cotton. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers benefited rice and sugarcane across 
central Thailand. Drier weather eased flooding in the Philippines. 


EASTERN ASIA: Adequate moisture existed for reproductive 
summer crops across Manchuria and the North China Plain. Drier 
weather continued to ease flooding along the lower Yangtze Valley. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Rain and warmer weather benefited winter 
wheat across central Argentina and southern Brazil. 


MEXICO: Drier weather prevailed across the central corn belt, 
reducing moisture for reproductive to filling corn. Rain brought some 
drought relief to northeastern Mexico. 











A cooling trend was accompanied by widespread light to moderate 
showers over eastern Ukraine and southern Russia (North Caucasus, 
lower Volga Valley, and the southern Black Soils Region). These 
weather conditions ended a prolonged period of unfavorable heat and 
dryness that had persisted over these areas since mid-June, helping to 
stabilize conditions for summer crops (corn, sunflowers, and sugar 
beets). However, the moisture arrived too late to help spring grains 
approaching maturity. Precipitation amounts over most of Ukraine 
ranged from 17 to 62 mm, except in the extreme south, where 
unfavorable dryness persisted. Rainfall in southern Russia ranged 
from 10 to35 mm. Elsewhere, generally dry weather prevailed from 
the Baltics, eastward through northern Belarus and northern Russia, 
helping winter grain harvesting. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 
3 degrees C below normal over Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, and the 
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Spring grains were in the filling stage in the northern Urals and 
Western Siberia in Russia, while crop progress ranged from filling to 
maturing in the southern Urals, Russia, and Kazakhstan. In Russia, 
dry weather prevailed over the northern Urals, while farther east, 
beneficial rain (10-51 mm) fell over crops in the western portion of 
Western Siberia. A brief episode of hot weather occurred over spring 
grain areas in the Altay Kray region of Western Siberia but was 
followed by cooler weather at week’s end. In Kazakhstan, dry 
weather prevailed over the west, while light, scattered showers fell 
over key spring wheat producing areas in the north-central portions of 
the country. Weekly temperatures averaged slightly below normal in 
the west and 1 to 4 degrees C above normal in central and eastern 


areas. 
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UROPE eS 
Light, scattered precipitation (S-22 mm) fell from southern England 
and northern France, eastward through the Netherlands, Belgium, and 
northern Germany, causing only brief delays in winter wheat 
harvesting. Soil moisture is lacking in these areas and rain is needed 
for summer crop development. Farther south, light to moderate rain 
(10-25 mm, with local amounts in excess of 40 mm) and near-normal 
temperatures benefited corn in southern France and northern Italy. 
Seasonably dry weather prevailed over Spain and southern Italy, while 
unusual rains (10-25 mm) fell over Greece. In eastern Europe, dry 
weather helped winter grain harvesting in northern Poland and the 
Czech Republic, while wet weather (10-50 mm) in southern Poland 
and Slovakia caused harvest delays. Variable showers (2-25 mm) 
improved soil moisture for summer crop development in southern 
Romania and western Bulgaria. Weekly temperatures averaged near 
normal in western Europe, while temperatures averaged below normal 
in the east. 

















CANADA eg , ———— 

otal Precipitation (mm) ce. . CANADA. 

~ a ge : 3 as Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C below normal across 

. 7 - the Prairies, maintaining unfavorably low crop growth rates. At 

week’s end, however, hot air (highs in the low to mid 30's C) was 

pushing northward from the United States, enhancing growth rates 

across the south. Rainfall continued to be unseasonably light (10 mm 

or less) over most Prairie crop areas, providing little relief to southern 

grains and oilseeds stressed by dryness. Farther east, warm, dry 

weather hastened development of Ontario’s corn and soybeans and 
favored winter wheat harvesting. 





























Drier weather (5-30) prevailed across the Southern Plateau corn belt, 
reducing moisture for reproductive corn. Despite receiving timely 
rainfall since late-June, rainfall has averaged 70 to 80 percent of 
normal across the corn belt the past 4 weeks. Beneficial showers (20- 
100, with an isolated amount greater than 300 mm) fell across 
Veracruz, aiding citrus, coffee, and sugarcane. Light to moderate rain 
(5-20 mm) brought some drought relief to northeastern Mexico 
(Nuevo Leon and Tamaulipas), but much more rain is needed to begin 
to alleviate long-term moisture deficits. Moderate showers (10-25 
mm) continued to benefit pastures across the rest of northern Mexico 
(Chihuahua, Durango, Sonora, and Coahuila). Temperatures averaged 
; 1 to 2 degrees C above normal across the corn belt and portions of 
Total Precipitation (mm) be northern Mexico. 

AUG 4 - 10, 1996 . 
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Moderate to heavy showers (25-100 mm or more) 
continued across a broad area of central India. Sections 
of the western oilseed and cotton belts and eastern rice 
areas possibly experienced some additional flooding. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C below normal in 
the wettest areas of western India, with highs for the 
week failing to reach 30 degrees C. Warmer, drier 
weather is needed for proper crop development in this 
region, especially for soybeans, which have a tendency 
to yield lower when monsoon rains are overabundant. 
Elsewhere, scattered showers (15-35 mm, exceeding 50 
mm in isolated areas) fell throughout cotton and rice 
areas of north-central India and Pakistan, but drier-than- 
normal conditions (25 mm or less) persisted over India’s 
southern interior. Southern India’s main grain, oilseed, 
and cotton areas need additional moisture for normal 
development. 








Widespread rain (25-75 mm) soaked the North China 
Plain, Manchuria, and the northern spring wheat areas, 
benefiting reproductive summer crops and filling spring 
wheat. Heavier amounts (100-175 mm) fell across 
portions of Hebei, Shanxi, and Shandong, causing local 
flooding. Mostly dry weather (less than 5 mm) 
prevailed across the lower Yangtze Valley, aiding flood 
recovery efforts and late double-crop rice planting. 
Tropical Storm Lisa hit the southeastern province of 
Fujian on August 6, with sustained winds of 40 knots (46 
mph). The storm produced little wind damage but 
brought moderate to heavy rain (55-110 mm), causing 
some flooding. This region was hit by Typhoon Herb 
last week. Elsewhere in southern China, moderate 
showers (20-70 mm) maintained moisture supplies for 
rice. Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above 
normal across most of China. Mostly dry, warm weather 
(temperatures 1-2 degrees C above normal) favored 
reproductive rice across South Korea and southern and 
central Japan. Moderate rain (20-60 mm) fell across 
North Korea and northern Japan (Hokkaido). 
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Showers (30-60 mm) returned to central and eastern Thailand, 


increasing moisture supplies for corn, rice, and sugarcane. Showers 
(10-60 mm) continued to favor rice across northern and southern 
Vietnam. In the Philippines, mostly drier weather (10-50 mm) eased 
flooding across the central Islands and portions of Luzon. However, 
heavy rain (100-200 mm) continued along western Luzon, causing 
some additional flooding. Showers (40-70 mm) continued across 
peninsular Malaysia, favoring oil palm. Moderate to heavy showers 
(20-90 mm) prevailed across Java, especially in the east, boosting 
irrigation supplies for second-season rice. 
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Scattered, mostly light showers (25 mm or less) continued throughout 
the main winter wheat and barley areas. Temperatures remained 
unseasonably cool in most areas, slowing vegetative growth. 
Sugarcane harvesting progressed along the northeastern coast. In New 
Zealand, light rain (4-21 mm) was reported in eastern South Island 
and southern sections of North Island, but moderate rain (25-59 mm) 
fell elsewhere. 

















Light to moderate rain (5-40 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 
50 mm) covered central Argentina, boosting topsoil moisture for 
vegetative wheat. The heaviest amounts fell over southeastern Buenos 
Aires. In southern Brazil, timely rain (5-30 mm) fell over 
southeastern Mato Grosso do Sul and northern Parana, favoring 
reproductive winter wheat. Heavier rain (40-80 mm) covered the 
wheat areas of eastern Parana southward into eastern Rio Grande do 
Sul, aiding vegetative wheat. Warmer weather (temperatures 2-3 
degrees C above normal) aided wheat development. Light rain (less 
than 10 mm) helped to maintain coffee and citrus in Sao Paulo, 
without delaying harvesting. 
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The following information was released by USDA's Agricultural Statistics Board on August 12, 1996. Forecasts refer to August 1. 


Corn production is forecast at 8.69 billion bushels, up 18 percent (%) 
from last year but down 14% from the record-high production of 1994. 
Yields are expected to average 118.7 bushels per acre, up 5.2 bushels 
from a year ago. Acreage to be harvested, at 73.3 million acres, is 
down 1% from June but up 13% from 1995. 


The first production forecast of the 1996 soybean crop is 2.30 billion 
bushels, up 7% from 1995 but 9% below the record-high production 
in 1994. Yield is forecast at 36.2 bushels per acre, 1.3 bushels above 
last year but 5.2 bushels below 1994. Area for harvest is estimated at 
63.4 million acres, a 3% increase over the previous year. Planted 
acres, at 64.3 million, is up 420,000 acres from the June 1 forecast and 
3% above 1995. 


All cotton production is forecast at 18.6 million bales, up 4% from 
1995. Yield is expected to average 686 pounds per acre, up 149 
pounds from last year. Producers planted 14.2 million acres this year, 
16% fewer than a year ago; they intend to harvest 13.0 million acres, 
down 19%. Texas is expected to produce 3.65 million bales from 4.10 
million harvested acres, leaving abandonment of 1.10 million acres. 
Weather conditions early in the season adversely affected Texas' 
acreage, causing the high abandonment. Recent showers on the Plains 
have improved conditions. California's crop development was at least 
1 week ahead of normal, as growing conditions during June and July 
were virtually ideal. 


All wheat production for 1996 is forecast at 2.25 billion bushels, 
down 1% from July 1, but up 3% from 1995. Yields are now ex- 


pected to average 35.6 bushels per acre, down 0.3 bushels per acre 
from last month. 


Winter wheat production is forecast at 1.49 billion bushels. This is 
up 1% from July 1, but down 3% from 1995. The yield is forecast at 
37.3 bushels per acre, up 0.3 bushels per acre from the last forecast. 
Grain area was unchanged. 


Total Hard Red production is up from last month. Increased Kansas 
and Nebraska yields are the primary reasons. Soft Red production is 
down; yield declines in Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio were the cause. A 


Washington yield increase led to a slightly higher White Winter 
production. 


Spring wheat (excluding durum) production is forecast at 635 
million bushels, down 3% from the July forecast, but up 18% from 
1995. This production would still be the second highest on record. 
Yield is forecast at 32.5 bushels per acre, down a bushel from last 
month. Grain area totals 19.6 million acres, up 18% from last season. 


Declines in Washington and northern Idaho expected yields have 
lowered White Spring production. Hard Red Spring production is 
down from last month due to a reduced Montana yield. 


Durum wheat is forecast at 120 million bushels, down 3% from last 
month, but up 17% from 1995. Yield is forecast at 34.6 bushels per 
acre, 1.1 bushels per acre lower than a month ago. Area for grain, at 
3.46 million acres, is unchanged from the last forecast. 
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